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· His Honor Ndaba Nkosinathi Gaolathe, the Vice President of the Republic of Botswana and Guest of Honour, 
· Honourable Minister Kebuang Nono Kgafela‑Mokoka, Minister of Child Welfare and Basic Education, Botswana, 
· Honourable Ministers of Education from across our continent, 
· Members of Parliament
· Excellencies Ambassadors 
· Permanent Secretaries
· Government Officilas here present
· Representatives of the Regional Economic Communities, 
· Distinguished Representatives of UN WFP, School meals Coalitions, UNICEF, FAO, UNESCO, FAWE, AFECN, GIZ, and other partner organizations, 
· Head of school feeding agency
· Technical Experts, Scientists, Policy Leaders,
· Private Sector representatives 
· Colleagues from the African Union Commission 
· Children s representatives
· The media fraternity 
· Ladies and Gentlemen, 
· All protocols observed 
· Good Morning. 

1. It is an honour to address you today, as we convene for the Commemoration of the 11th African Day of School Feeding. 

2. On behalf of HE Mahmoud Ali Yusuf, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, I extend my deepest gratitude to the Government and People of Botswana for their gracious hospitality and leadership in advancing the welfare of Africa's children. 

Your Honor, Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen 

3. Allow me to take this opportunity to warmly congratulate Botswana on the remarkable milestone of several years of providing school meals, an exceptional legacy of national commitment to nurturing generations of learners and promoting inclusive, sustainable development. 

4. This year’s theme is deeply aligned with the African Union’s Theme of the Year 2026, “Assuring Sustainable Water Availability and Safe Sanitation Systems to Achieve the Goals of Agenda 2063.” It underscores a fundamental truth: education, nutrition, and water security are inseparable pillars of sustainable development. 

5. A child cannot learn on an empty stomach, nor thrive without access to clean water, safe sanitation, and dignity, particularly our adolescent girls, whose education is too often disrupted by inadequate hygiene facilities.

6. Our gathering today also commemorates the historic 2016 decision of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government (Decision 589 XXVI) to institutionalize the African Day of School Feeding. 

7. We celebrate this milestone as a clear testament to the political will of our Union. I wish to sincerely commend the Member States present here, and those across the continent, whose sustained domestic investments have transformed a continental resolution into a living reality that nourishes millions of children every day.
8. As we continue to reflect on the progress achieved, we must also embrace our responsibility to advance from access to excellence. 

9. Indeed, the trajectory of Home-Grown School Feeding across Africa stands as one of the continent’s most compelling development success stories, demonstrating what coordinated vision, national ownership, and long-term commitment can accomplish.

10. For the last decade, the number of children benefiting from school feeding programmes across Africa has more than doubled, while annual investment has grown up to 1.96 billion US dollars in 2024, with an impressive 83 percent financed domestically by Member States. 

11. Notably, since 2019, as it was mentioned yesterday during the technical sessions, countries across the continent have consistently maintained or increased their national budget allocations for school meals, demonstrating strengthened ownership, sustained political commitment, and recognition of school feeding as a strategic investment in human capital and long-term development.

12. This is a clear demonstration that African leaders increasingly view school feeding beyond its social welfare contribution but as a sovereign investment in national stability, human capital development, and economic growth. 

13. Reports continue to affirm that every dollar invested in school feeding yields up to $9 in economic returns through enhanced health, improved educational outcomes, and strengthened local agricultural systems. 

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen 

14. Despite these gains, our progress is threatened by climate shocks, economic fluctuations, demographic pressures, and persistent WASH infrastructure gaps. These challenges call for strategic, coordinated, and innovative responses. 

15. Therefore, the African Union Commission urges Member States to prioritize supportive policy and governance imperatives: Clean water and safe sanitation must be integrated as mandatory components of every school feeding investment. This is essential to ensuring food safety, protecting health, promoting hygiene, and reducing absenteeism among girls. 

16. Beyond the nutritious meals that School feeding programmes must provide, we expect improved safeguard dignity and resilience. 

17. While partners remain valued allies, long‑term sustainability depends on our own domestic financing. 

18. We call on relevant African Union Member States Ministries  in charge of Finance, Planning, Education, Health, Agriculture, and Water to strengthen cross-sector coordination and ring‑fence national budget allocations that support local food procurement, empower smallholder farmers, especially women-led cooperatives ; and build resilient local food systems. 

19. Silos always hinder progress. The future of Home‑Grown School Feeding depends on coherent, synchronized action across sectors and levels of government. The food we serve in schools as earlier referred to must be nutritious, safely prepared, and locally sourced. 

20. The Gaborone Call to Action, which we shall endorse later today, will serve as an actionable covenant, anchored in time‑bound commitments and monitored through the AU Accountability Framework and SDG4 Scorecards. 

21. When Home Grown School Feeding is paired with robust WASH systems, it becomes a transformative force. It stimulates rural economies, supports smallholder farmers, promotes gender equality, strengthens local food value chains, and enhances education and health outcomes. 

22. This integrated approach is essential for delivering the aspirations of Agenda 2063 and ensuring the effective implementation of the AU Decade of Education and Skills (2025–2034). 

Your Honor, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

23. The future of Africa depends on the investments we make in our children today. Let us embrace policies that safeguard their wellbeing, increase domestic financing, foster innovation, and break down institutional barriers. 

24. Let us listen to teachers, parents, communities, and most importantly, the children themselves. 

25. I will use this very important moment to talk about the Continental Campaign #AfricaEducatesHer, championed by the African Union and implemented through the African Union International Centre for Girls and Women’s Education. This initiative inseparable from the success of our Home-Grown School Feeding programmes. 
26. Evidence shows that school feeding programmes increase girls’ enrolment by up to 9 percent and significantly improve attendance and retention, particularly in food-insecure and rural communities.

27. Therefore, scaling up resilient, nutrition-sensitive, and gender-responsive school feeding systems is a strategic instrument for delivering the objectives of #AfricaEducatesHer and safeguarding the human capital ambitions of Agenda 2063.

28. We thank the 15 African Countries that launched the Campaign already and encourage other governments to join the movement starting by nominating focal points to the African Union International Centre for Girls and Women's Education (AU/CIEFFA). 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

29. Before I conclude, I must once again extend our profound gratitude to the Government of Botswana for the warm hospitality extended to all delegations, including the memorable gala dinners. 

The main highlight of this engagement has been the involvement of the children themselves. Their voices remind us of the 'why' behind our work. Botswana's legacy of school feeding stands as a commendable model for benchmarking across our continent, proving that sustained political commitment yields generational dividends.

30. As we gather today in Gaborone, let us move beyond celebration toward bold, practical action, reaffirming our continental solidarity and shared commitment to ensure that every African child has access to a nutritious meal, clean water, safe sanitation, and the opportunity to reach their full potential. 

31. Through strengthened collaboration among governments, Regional Economic Communities, partners, civil society, the private sector, educators, parents, and learners themselves, we can build resilient and inclusive school feeding systems that nourish the future, uplift our communities, and advance a prosperous and empowered Africa.

Happy 11th African Day of School Feeding. 
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